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Praised by New York Times bestselling author Praised by New York Times bestselling author 
Dee Henderson as “a name to look for in romantic 
suspense,” Dani Pettrey combines the 
page-turning adrenaline of a thriller with the 
chemistry and happy-ever-after of a sigh-worthy 
romance novel. Her novels stand out for their 
“wicked pace, snappy dialogue, and likable 
characters” (Publishers Weekly), “gripping 
storyline[s],” (RT Book Reviews), and “sizzling 
undercurrent” of romance (USA Today).

Dani’s adventure-focused Alaskan Courage series 
climbed the CBA bestseller lists, with Submerged 
staying in the top twenty for five consecutive 
months. The five-book series also won multiple 
awards, including the Daphne du Maurier award, 
two HOLT Medallions, and Christian Retailing’s 
Best Award, among others. She turns her 
attention to crime and law enforcement in her 
home state of Maryland in her new Chesapeake 
Courage series, starting with Cold Shot, which 
Library Journal called, “a harrowing and thrilling 
ride.” For more information about her novels, visit 
www.danipettrey.com.
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Alaskan Courage Series

BOOKS

http://danipettrey.com/sins-of-the-past/
http://danipettrey.com/shadowed/
http://danipettrey.com/submerged/
http://danipettrey.com/shattered/
http://danipettrey.com/stranded/
http://danipettrey.com/silenced/
http://danipettrey.com/sabatoged/


Chesap�ke V�or Series

BOOKS

http://danipettrey.com/cold-shot/
http://danipettrey.com/still-life/


Prai� for Sti� Life
“Pettrey has a knack for keeping the reader one step behind the 

unfolding mystery….”  ~ Publisher’s Weekly 

“Pettrey’s readers know they can count on a thrilling plot with a solid side of romance, 
and Still Life is no exception.” ~ BookList

“Pettrey has a wonderful ability to blend together the romantic and the mystery storylines and make both equally 
important. The multitude of possible suspects will keep readers guessing, and also makes the tale move at a 

brisk pace. Clever, believable plot twists provide fresh suspense, and the author provides plenty of flawed, 
believable characters for readers to relate to within the story.” ~ Romantic Times 

STILL LIFE
by Dani Pettrey

January 31, 2017. Bethany House Publishers

About Sti� Life
Someone Is Out There. Watching Her. Waiting. 

Blacklisted in the photography business over a controversial shot, 

Avery Tate answered an ad for a crime-scene photographer. She 

expected to be laughed at, but crime-scene analyst Parker Mitchell 

hired her outright--and changed her life. But six months ago, when her 

feelings for Parker became too strong, she left his employ to sort out 

her heart.

Now, for the first time, Avery is facing the world that rejected her to 

attend the gallery opening of a photography exhibit for which her 

friend modeled. But the only image of her friend is a chilling photo of 

her posing as if dead--and the photographer insists he didn't take the 

shot. Worse, her friend can't be found, and so Avery immediately calls 

Parker for help.

As Avery, Parker, and their friends in law enforcement dig into the 

mystery, they find themselves face-to-face with a relentless and 

deadly threat.



Q& A WITH DANI
1. What was the inspiration behind Still Life?
The inspiration for the specific premise of Avery’s friend, Skylar, posing for a Black Dahlia–inspired showing all came from a photo-

graph I saw on Pinterest. I thought, “What if . . .” and the story evolved from there. 

2. Share a little bit about the handsome and enigmatic Parker Mitchell.
Parker Mitchell is a crime scene investigator with a PhD in forensic science. He’s highly intelligent, charming, and loyal. He’s suffered 

a lot, and within his deep well of a soul he carries a great burden and lost love he doesn’t know how to let go of. I loved seeing him 

grow and change as God works in his life and Avery comes to live in his heart throughout Still Life. 

3. Describe Avery Tate in three words.
Serious, talented, and determined. 

4. Why did you set Still Life in Baltimore, Maryland?
The friends that the Chesapeake Valor series revolves around all live or work in the Baltimore area. Living right outside of Baltimore 

myself, I adore my city and love the opportunity to share Baltimore’s dynamic, creative, and culturally diverse community. The art 

gallery where Still Life opens is located in Fells Point, which is my favorite Baltimore neighborhood. My family and I often spend our 

weekends down there visiting the farmer’s market, our favorite locally owned stores, and restaurants. 

5. Did you have to do any specific research for the photography details?
I did have to do quite a bit of research, but fortunately for me my husband is a photographer and was able to answer all my photog-

raphy questions. I also spent a lot of time studying various photographs and finding what drew me to particular images and what I 

found captivating in them. My husband also taught me a lot about positioning of the subject as well as the nuances of lighting, 

which turned out to be far more intricate than I ever imagined. 



OFFICIAL BIO
Called “a new author to watch” by Library Journal after her debut 

novel, Dani Pettrey has written bestselling romantic suspense that 

fans have fallen in love with. Each novel layers page-turning suspense 

with pulse-pounding romance, creating stories that Dee Henderson 

called “incredibly compelling adventures” and Publishers Weekly 

praised for their “wicked pace, snappy dialogue, and likable charac-

ters.”

Dani’s adventure-focused Alaskan Courage series climbed the CBA 

bestseller lists, with Submerged staying in the top twenty for five 

consecutive months. The five-book series also won multiple awards, 

including the Daphne du Maurier award, two HOLT Medallions, a 

Christy Award nomination, two National Readers’ Choice Awards, the 

Gail Wilson Award of Excellence, and Christian Retailing’s Best Award. 

She turns her attention to crime and law enforcement in her home 

state of Maryland in her new Chesapeake Courage series, starting with 

Cold Shot, which Library Journal described as “a harrowing and 

thrilling ride.”

From her early years eagerly awaiting the conclusion to a Nancy Drew book, to paging through Agatha Christy novels or on the 

edge of her seat in adventure movies later in life, Dani has always enjoyed mystery and suspense. She considers herself blessed to 

be able to write the kind of stories she loves—full of plot twists and peril, love and longing for hope and redemption. Her greatest 

joy as an author is sharing the stories God lays on her heart.  She researches murder and mayhem from her home in Maryland, 

where she lives with her husband, their two daughters, a son-in-law, and two adorable grandsons. For more information about her 

novels, visit www.danipettrey.com.

Accolades + Awards
• 2015 Inspirational Reader’s Choice Award Winner- Romantic Suspense Category

• 2015 Christian Retailing’s Best Award Finalist – Mystery & Suspense Category

• Winner of the 2014 Daphne du Maurier Award – Inspirational Category

• Christian Retailing’s Best Award 2014 Winner – Mystery and Suspense

• Gail Wilson Award of Excellence Winner – 2014

• Colorado Romance Writers 2014 Award of Excellence Winner- Inspirational Category

• Fiction Hero Features Fiction Hero of the Year -2013

• Winner of the 2013 Holt Medallion for Best First Book

• 2013 Holt Medallion Award of Merit for Long Inspirational

• Colorado Romance Writers 2013 Award of Excellence- Inspirational Category

• Double winner of the 2012 National Reader’s Choice Award – Best First Book and Inspirational Novel Categories

• Christy Award Finalist, 2013, 2015

• The Book Club Network- Book of the Year Award, 2012

• Fiction Hero Features Fiction Hero of the Year -2012

• BookList’s Top-10-Inspirational-Fiction-2016

• Lifeway.com Top 10 Novels of 2012



PRAISE

Prai� for �e Alaskan Courage Series
“[A] steadily paced thriller. . .Pettrey's debut novel is a thoughtful attempt to capture both love and suspense in this intricately 

plotted mystery.”  —Publishers Weekly

“Combining romance, danger, and a dose of Russian history, the novel proves a rapid and entertaining read.”  —Booklist

“Pettrey is a new author to watch. Recommended for fans of Dee Henderson.”  —Library Journal

“Brimming with romance, suspense, faith, and forgiveness, Submerged is a superbly written debut novel from Dani Pettrey that 

will satisfy readers of nearly any genre.”  —Portland Book Review

"Dani Pettrey is a name to look for in romantic suspense, and Shattered will keep you turning pages until the very end. It should 

be on your keeper shelf."  —Dee Henderson, New York Times and USA Today bestselling author

“Enough twists and turns to keep even the most astute suspense lover guessing. Shattered is an entertaining read that's sure to 

please Dani Pettrey's many fans."  — Irene Hannon, bestselling author of the Guardians of Justice series 

"With the drama of an Alaskan winter as her setting, Pettrey once again blends suspense, romance, and mystery into a 

fast-paced story that will keep readers on their toes."  —Booklist

"Shattered is a fast-paced suspense and the romance thread is a sizzling undercurrent throughout every chapter.... Fans of Dee 

Henderson's O'Malley Family series will love Pettrey's McKenna clan."  —USA Today’s “Happy Ever After” blog

“The third book in Pettrey's Alaskan Courage series ratchets up the action and suspense. It's difficult to stop yourself from 

peeking ahead to the end, but the ride is worth the anxiety.”  —RT Book Reviews

“Pettrey keeps the stakes high for her characters and her readers, who, by now, know and love the whole McKenna clan will be 

pushing for romance to bloom as suspense mounts.”  —Booklist

“Pettrey keeps the pages turning with a wicked pace, snappy dialogue, and likable characters, while deftly handling 

deep emotional and spiritual struggles. Series fans will relish—and mourn—the conclusion of the McKenna siblings' adventures.”  

—Publishers Weekly

“Pettrey concludes the Alaskan Courage series with a fast-paced, breathtaking finale....The plotting is tight and adventure flows 

from this gripping tale.”  —RT Book Reviews

“Fans of the series will love Pettrey's newest tale, which is filled with intrigue, danger, and romance set in the dramatic Alaskan 

winter.”  —Booklist

“Packed with scenes featuring the extended McKenna clan, the story rushes on as breathlessly as the race itself.... As the conclu-

sion to the Alaskan Courage series, Sabotaged is a breathtaking read and a satisfying goodbye to a beloved cast of characters. 

Readers are sure to be excited for Pettrey's new series.”  —BookPage 

Praise for the Chesapeake Valor Series

"Pettrey's fast-paced tale offers smart characters who know romance won't work until they are able to deal with their personal 

issues. As they confront their pasts, their tracking of the killer leads them into a tangled web of historical violence, guaranteeing 

that readers will stay on the edge of their seats."—Booklist starred review

"Readers will empathize with the well-crafted and believable characters in this tense opening to her new series."—Publishers 

Weekly

"The first book in Pettrey's new Chesapeake Valor series starts with action, intrigue, and a cast of fascinating characters. The 

combination of a present-day crime intertwined with crimes that haunt the characters makes for a gripping storyline with great 

potential for future installments."—RT Book Reviews

"Fans of Pettrey will adore this new romantic suspense series. Dynamic protagonists and an increasingly tense narrative set the 

scene for a harrowing and thrilling ride. As the tension ratchets up, a growing romantic chemistry between Griffin and the charming 

Finley builds as well....A solid pick for adrenaline fiction junkies and readers of Lis Wiehl and DiAnn Mills."—Library Journal

"An intricate plot, a reunion of friends and an appealing lead couple make this a standout."—Booklist 

“Pettrey has a wonderful ability to blend together the romantic and the mystery storylines and make both equally important. The 

multitude of possible suspects will keep readers guessing, and also makes the tale move at a brisk pace. Clever, believable plot 

twists provide fresh suspense, and the author provides plenty of flawed, believable characters for readers to relate to within the 

story."—RT Book Reviews 

"Pettrey's readers know they can count on a thrilling plot with a solid side of romance, and Still Life is no exception. Pettrey also 

imbues her story with her trademark inspirational theme."—Booklist



PRAISE

Prai� for �e Chesap�ke V�or Series
"Pettrey's fast-paced tale offers smart characters who know romance won't work until they are able to deal with their personal 

issues. As they confront their pasts, their tracking of the killer leads them into a tangled web of historical violence, guaranteeing 

that readers will stay on the edge of their seats."  —Booklist starred review

"Readers will empathize with the well-crafted and believable characters in this tense opening to her new series."  —Publishers 

Weekly

"The first book in Pettrey's new Chesapeake Valor series starts with action, intrigue, and a cast of fascinating characters. The 

combination of a present-day crime intertwined with crimes that haunt the characters makes for a gripping storyline with great 

potential for future installments."  —RT Book Reviews

"Fans of Pettrey will adore this new romantic suspense series. Dynamic protagonists and an increasingly tense narrative set the 

scene for a harrowing and thrilling ride. As the tension ratchets up, a growing romantic chemistry between Griffin and the charm-

ing Finley builds as well....A solid pick for adrenaline fiction junkies and readers of Lis Wiehl and DiAnn Mills."  —Library Journal

"An intricate plot, a reunion of friends and an appealing lead couple make this a standout."   —Booklist 

“Pettrey has a wonderful ability to blend together the romantic and the mystery storylines and make both equally important. 

The multitude of possible suspects will keep readers guessing, and also makes the tale move at a brisk pace. Clever, believable 

plot twists provide fresh suspense, and the author provides plenty of flawed, believable characters for readers to relate to within 

the story."  —RT Book Reviews 

"Pettrey's readers know they can count on a thrilling plot with a solid side of romance, and Still Life is no exception. Pettrey also 

imbues her story with her trademark inspirational theme."  —Booklist
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